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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 

and listings, of claims in the applicat ion. 

^j^j^Ji^^' (Currently Amenc^ed) A space-dividing wall panel 
assembly comprising : 

an open frame defindd by a pair of upright and laterally- 
spaced vertically elongatte support members which are rigidly 
connected to one another/ by vertically spaced cross members 
extending laterally betwfeen said support members; 

a pair of cover merdbers disposed in opposed relation with 
one another so as to ovirlie open areas of said frame between 
said support members, siid cover members defining vertical 
side surfaces of said wkll panel assembly; 



an elongate top ca 
upper one of said cros 
substantial portion of 



positioned longitudinally along an 
members and extending along a 
the longitudinal extent of said upper 



cross member , said 'top 
defines therein a long 
opening groove and a 1 
between upper edges of 
securement to said uppes 
a mounting member 



cap having an upper portion which 
tudinally extending and outwardly 
wer portion which projects downwardly 
the opposed cover members for removable 
r cross member; and 

engaging said lower portion of said top 



cap and clampingly engaging said upper cross member from 



opposite outwardly fac 



ng sides thereof; and 



a bracket slidabl 



engaged within said groove of said top 



cap . 



^ 2. (Original) 
wherein said groove is 



"phe wall panel assembly of Claim 1 
T-shaped in transverse cross section. 



(Currently Amended) The wall panel assembly of 



Claim 1 wherein an upp<5r end of said bracket is engaged within 
said groove and said bracket has a lower end in supportive 



engagement with a lowe 



one of said cross members, said 



bracket overlying a portion of said vertical side surface of a 



respective cover member 
component , and said ve 



and mounting thereon a furniture 
irtical side surfaces define respective 



outer side surfaces of 



said wall panel assembly , 
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4. (Cancellefd) 



iy 5. (Currentily Amended) The wall panel assembly of 
Claim 4^1 wherein Isaid lower portion of said top cap defines 



first and second 
opposite sides of 



langes which project outwardly towards 
said panel assembly, said mounting member 
including a pair of opposed and distinct clamps disposed on 
opposite outwardly facing sides of said upper cross member and 

^e channels which open inwardly and toward 
first and second flanges each being engaged 



defining respect i 
one another, said 



within the respecbive channels 



Claim 5 wherein c 
clamp and is adji. 



6. (Previcusly Amended) The wall panel assembly of 



n elongate fastener extends through each said 
stable to move said clamps toward one another 
to fixedly secure said top cap to said upper cross member, and 
away from one another to release said top cap from said upper 
cross member. 

^ 7. (Previously Amended) The wall panel assembly of 
Claim 1 wherein Isaid upper portion of said top cap defines a 
generally hollow interior, and said lower portion projects 



do wnwa r d 1 y f r om 
engagement with 



.8 . (Orig:. 



a bottom wall of said upper portion for 
said upper cross member. 



-nal) The wall panel assembly of Claim 1 
further including a furniture component mounted on said 
bracket . 



/ 



(Original) The wall panel assembly of Claim 1 
wherein said bracket is an upper bracket and said panel 
assembly further includes a lower elongate mounting rail 



secured to said panel assembly along a lower edge thereof and 
defining a longitudinally extending and sidewardly opening 
groove therein,; a lower bracket slidably engaged within said 
groove of said ijnounting rail, and a connector post having an 
upper end secured to said upper bracket and a lower end 
connected to said lower bracket for mounting a return wall in 
transverse relation to said wall panel assembly. 
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IQ . (Currently Amended) In a /wall panel arrangement 
having a frame defined by a pluralj/ty of upright and laterally 
spaced posts which are interconnecced to one another by 
transversely extending frame members, said wall panel 
arrangement further including a pAurality of cover members 
mounted on said frame between adjfacent pairs of said posts and 
defining vertically oriented side surfaces, and an elongate 
top cap extending along an uppeij longitudinal edge of said 
frame, comprising the improvement wherein said top cap is 
removably mounted to an upper one of said frame members by a 
mounting member which engages a lower portion of said top cap 
and clampingly engages said upper frame member from opposite 
sides thereof, said top cap defining a longitudinal groove 
therein which opens upwardly, and a hanger having an upper end 
slidably engaged within said groove of said top cap and being 
suspendingly supported therefrom, said hanger overlying a 
portion of an outer surface off one of said cover members and 
mounting a furniture component: thereon, 

^ 11. (Original) The walJl panel arrangement of Claim 10 
wherein said groove of said tjop cap has an inverted T-shaped 
cross section. 



^12. (Original) The wa'll panel arrangement of Claim 11 
wherein said lower portion df said top cap defines a pair of 
mounting flanges which engage within respective channels 
defined within said mountinjq member. 



13. (Original) The wall panel arrangement of Claim 10 



3er includes a pair of clamps 
.Dn with one another, each said clamp 
.ch overlies an upright side wall of 
d an upper portion which engages 
top cap, said clamps being 
adjustable relative to oni another in a first direction 
wherein said clamps are movable toward one another and into 
engagement with said top tap, and a second direction wherein 



wherein said mounting memb 
disposed in opposed relati 
having a lower portion whi 
said upper frame member ar 
said lower portion of saicl 
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said clamps are movable away from yone another so as to 
disengage from said top cap member and permit removal of same. 

14. (Original) The wall panel arrangement of Claim 10 
wH6rein said top cap has an upper portion defining said groove 
therein, said upper portion inc/ludes a wall structure which 
defines a hollow interior, and /said lower portion includes a 
pair of mounting flanges which/ proj ect downwardly from a 
bottom wall of said upper portxion and engage within respective 
channels defined within said^ounting member. 

^^^^l"5 . (Previously Amended) A space-dividing wall panel 
assembly comprising: / 

a frame defined by a pair of upright elongate structural 
members each having a lower/ end disposed in supportive 



engagement with a floor, and a plurality of elongate frame 
members extending transversely between and interconnecting 
said structural members; / 

upper and lower panel' members overlying said frame and 
each being defined by spaced-apart and generally upright 
opposite ends and upper ^nd lower edges extending laterally 
between said opposite ends, each said panel member 
additionally including outwardly facing side surfaces disposed 
between said opposite enks ; 

an elongate top cap positioned longitudinally along an 
upper one of said frame /members , said top cap having an upper 
wall structure defining I an upwardly-opening T-shaped groove 
therein, and a lower mounting part which projects downwardly 
from said upper wall structure and is clampingly engaged with 
said upper frame memberl; 

an elongate bracket having an upper hook- shaped end 



slidably engaged withir 
lower end defining a f] 



said groove of said top cap and a 
ange thereon, said flange projecting 
inwardly between said lower edge of said upper panel and said 
upper edge of said lower panel and support ingly engaging a 
lower one of said frame members; and 

a office-type accessory mounted on said bracket. 
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^^16. (Original) The wall panefl assembly of Claim 15 
wherein said flange is a first flange, and said bracket 
further includes a sidewardly projecting tab which engages 
within a recess defined in a rear wall of said accessory, and 
a second flange which projects outwardly and is disposed in 
supportive engagement with a lower wall of said accessory. 

17. (Previously Amended) / The wall panel assembly of 
Claim 15 wherein said lower frime member defines therein at 
least one horizontally extending and sidewardly opening 
elongate groove, said flange df said bracket having a free end 
which engages within said grocive of said lower frame member. 



18 . (Currently Amended)/ The wall panel assembly of 
Claim A^l wherein said mounting member is a separate and 
distinct component from said/ top cap. 

^1^9. (Previously Added)|^ The wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 10 wherein said mounting member is a separate and 
distinct component from saiH top cap. 

. (Previously Added) The wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 8 wherein said furni|ture component is an overhead 
storage unit . 



^21. (Previously Addfed) The wall panel assembly of Claim 
15 wherein said accessorv? is an overhead storage unit. 

22. (Currently AmeAded) An upright space-dividing wall 
panel assembly comprising a pair of horizontally spaced, 
elongate and generally v/ertically oriented supports which are 
fixedly interconnected Wdjacent upper portions thereof by an 
elongate and generally horizontally oriented rail member, a 
pair of generally vertically oriented and planar side surfaces 
on respective oppositeli^ facing sides of said panel assembly, 
an elongate and rigid ohe-piece top cap positioned above and 
extending along a substjkntial portion of said rail member, a 
mounting structure clampingly engaging opposite sides of both 
said top cap and said ijail member to fixedly secure said top 
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cap thereto, said top cap defining thferein an outwardly 
opening, elongate and continuous grdove for accommodating 
therein a mounting element associated with a furniture 
component mounted on said panel assembly, said groove 
transferring at least a portion of an external downward load 
associated with the furniture comt/onent from said top cap to 
said rail member. 

23. (Previously Added) ThL wall panel assembly of Claim 
22 wherein one of said top cap ^nd said mounting structure 
defines a recess therein and the other of said top cap and 
said mounting structure defines a flange thereon which 
projects into said recess to sfecure said top cap to said 
mounting structure . 

/24. (Previously Added) / The wall panel assembly of Claim 
22 v^herein said mounting structure is defined by a pair of 
opposed and generally C- shaped clamps which respectively 
engage and overlie opposite/ sides of said rail member and have 
respective upper portions jhlch interlock with a lower portion 
of said top cap, said clamps being adjustably fastened to one 
another to allow same to move toward one another into clamping 
engagement with said top cap and said rail member, and away 
from one another to permit release of said clamps from said 
top cap and said rail member and allow removal of said top cap 
from said panel assembly. 

^5. (Currently Amended) The wall panel assembly of 
Claim 24 wherein said lower portion of said top cap defines 
thereon a pair of hor dizontally sidewardly projecting 
cantilevered flanges which engage within inwardly opening and 
horizontally- oriented/ recesses defined in the respective upper 
portions of said clamps. 

(/26. (Currently Amended) The wall panel assembly of 
Claim 22 wherein said mounting structure includes a plurality 
of oplit two-piece plamps with the two pieces disposed in 
opposed relation wi/th one another, said clamps which arc being 
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separate components from said top cara^ and arc being spaced 
longitudinally from one another alorfg said rail member. 

^^^^7^ (Currently Amended) A a^ace-dividing wall panel 
arrangement comprising a rigid optn frame defined by a 
plurality of laterally-spaced upifights having lower ends 
disposed in supportive engagement with a horizontal support 
surface and a plurality of vertically-spaced supports 
extending transversely between /and rigidly interconnecting 
said uprights, a pair of covers disposed on opposite open 
sides of said frame and defini^ng respective generally 
vertically oriented side surfaces of said panel arrangement, a 
rigid and elongate top cap supported on an upper one of said 
support s and extending along/a substantial portion thereof , 
said top cap defining therein an upwardly-opening, elongate 
and continuous channel for mounting therein a hanger 
associated with a furniture/ accessory positioned for 
supportive engagement with /said panel arrangement, and a 
plurality of brackets spaced longitudinally along said panel 
arrangement which clampingLy and rigidly secure sai^__top cap 
to said upper support to n^rmit external loads, ^uch^^^ 
associated with furniture /accessories , to be transferred from 
said top cap to said upper support . 

1/2S , (Previously Added) The wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 27 wherein said channel is defined entirely by said top 
cap , 

/29. (Previously Ad'ded) The wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 27 wherein said uprights and said supports are rigid 
members constructed of metal . 



30. (Previously Added) The wall panel arrangement of 
(|l-aim 2 7 wherein each said bracket is defined by a pair of 
identical clamps disposed in opposed relation and adjustably 
fastened to one another so as to permit said clamps to move 
toward and away from cjne another, each said clamp having a 
lower C- shaped portion which overlies an upright side wall of 
said upper support and an upper portion fixed to the 
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respective lower portion and defining /therein a sidewardly and 
inwardly opening channel, said top cap having an upper portion 
defining said continuous channel therein and a lower portion 
mounting thereon a pair of sidewardly projecting and 
cantilevered flanges which respectively engage within said 
channels of said clamps. 




31. (Previously Added) Th4 wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 3 0 wherein said flanges of said top cap extend along 
substantially the entire longit/udinal extent thereof. 



^^2< (Currently Amended)/ A space-dividing wall panel 
arrangement including a plurality of sidewardly spaced and 
vertically oriented support /posts , each adjacent pair of said 
posts being interconnected yto one another by a plurality of 
horizontally oriented and vertically spaced cross members so 
as to define an open frame^, a pair of oppositely facing and 
vertically oriented panels supported on said frame and 
defining respective opposite sides of said panel arrangement, 
a top cap extending along and supported by an upper one of 
said cross members, said' top cap defining therein a groove 
which extends continuously along an upper extent of said panel 
arrangement and which seats therein an upper end portion of a 
hanger which supports an office furniture accessory to mount 
same in a suspended uxJnnBr on said panel arrangement at a 
selected location therealong, said hanger having a lower end 
portion disposed in cj-drect load-bearing engagement with a 
lower one of said cross members . 



/ 



ly 33. (Currently Amended) The wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 32 wherein said top cap is secured to said upper cross 
member by a plurality of clamping members which are separate 
components from sai'd top cap and are diopoocd spaced -apart 
longitudinally along said panel arrangement 

34. (Currendly Amended) The wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 33 wherein €;ach said clamping member is of a split 
construction defined by a pair of distinct, opposed and 



J. 
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adjustably fastened C- shaped clamps disposed on respective 
opposite sides of said upper cross member, said top cap 
defining an elongate mounting elemernt spaced downwardly from 
said groove which engages with upp4r portions of the 
respective pairs of clamps to sec/ire said top cap thereto. 




35. (Previously Added) TMe wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 3 2 wherein said groove oj/ens upwardly and is defined 
solely by said top cap. 



36. (Currently Amended)/ A space-dividing wall panel 
assembly comprising an open frame defined by a pair of 
vertically oriented uprights' fixed to one another by at least 
one horizontally oriented c^oss rail which extends 
transversely between said uprights, a pair of opposed side 
covers overlying said frame on opposite sides thereof, an 
elongate top cap positioned above said cross rail and secured 
thereto by a plurality of /discrete clamps diapoocd spaced 
longitudinally along said/ cross rail, said top cap defining an 
elongate channel therein /for accommodating a mounting element 



associated with a furniture component supported on said panel 
assembly, said clamps being releasably engaged with said top 
cap and said cross rail/ to allow removal of said top cap from 
said panel assembly, and said top cap having a width dimension 
which is greater than/a width of said frame such that said top 
cap spans a width of /said panel assembly as defined between 
said opposed side covers. 



37. (Previously Added) The wall panel assembly of Claim 

36 wherein . said clamps are separate and distinct components 
from said top c^. 

38. (Previously Added) The wall panel assembly of Claim 

37 wherein each said clamp is defined by a pair of opposed 
brackets which are adjustably fastened to one another and 
sandwich therebetween both said cross rail and a lower portion 
of said top cap. 
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^^/^9. (Previously Added) The wal^ panel assembly of Claim 
36 wherein said mounting element is/an upper mounting element, 
and said assembly further include/S a lower mounting element 
fixed to a lower portion of said panel assembly and an 
elongate and upright connector post having an upper end 
portion secured to said upper mounting element and a lower end 
portion secured to said lower mounting element, and a return 
wall fixed to said connector post so as to extend in 
transverse relation to /one of said side covers. 

40. ( Current 1^ Amended) The wall panel assembly of 
Claim 3 6 wherein s^aid mounting element supports an overhead 
storage unit whi9Ti overlies ar- an exterior portion of one of 
said side covej 



f41. (Currently Added) Tj;afe wall panel assembly of Claim 1 
wherein said bracket is sli^jiably movable longitudinally along 
said panel assembly. 

42 . (Currently |i^ded) The wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 10 wherein saio top cap extends along a substantial 
portion of the longitudinal extent of said upper frame member. 

43. (CuriTently Added) The wall panel arrangement of 
Claim 32, wherein said hanger projects downwardly over an 
outwardly- farcing side surface of one of said panels, and said 
lower end /portion of said hanger is positioned adjacent and 
disposed/in direct load-bearing relationship with said lower 
cross member. 



